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Editorial

Second edition of the Newsletter. During the end of April and first days of

May , |l ots of things have been going on. We

Roomo for t he student s of Al M, besi des
volunteers. | have started giving Spanish lessons and, additionally visited some

institutes where Spanish is taught. On the other hand, Ellen is helping twice a
week in a close school, here in Geithus, with the children of first and second

years.

This is our second month in this country and let me tell you, time has
gone very fast. We are involving ourselves more in the Norwegiano
and activities but there are still lots of things to do.

In our first newsletter we did not talk specifically about the area where we
are living in, and | think it is worth doing it. Geithus is a city/town with
approximately 2000 inhabitants, place of farmers in the countryside. Good for
relaxing and wealthy in nature. Now that the spring has come, everything
looks nicer. Green color everywhere, waterfalls and mountains. Amot is five
kilometers away; a bigger place that has its own shopping center, hospital and
a restaurant. To the other way it is Vikersund, the city with more services to
offer.

Since the beginning, it has been quite difficult to establish communication
with locals from Geithus. In my opinion, it is due to two important things. First,
because this place is absolutely tiny and there is not any special place to meet
people of our age, such as art or sports centers, pubs or discos, so it is
difficult to find them in common or public areas. In addition, people here are
much more close to their own groups of family and friends, so they generally
go from their work directly to their homes. We are trying to make contact with
people from this area using different ways such as via Internet, with a site
called Couchsurfing, going to other cities where community gathers; church,
dancing classes and other.

For next month, we are seeing the possibility to start with a blog, which
will be more personal, rich in information and more dynamic as well.

| hope you enjoy reading our experiences,
See you next month,

Constanza Pessio.
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Stalsberg Skole
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The 05 of May | started to work in a public school; Stalsberg Skole, in
Geithus. | am with children of 6 to 10 years old, where | work every Wednesday
and Friday, all day long, from 08:15 until 16:00.

In the morning | help and stay with the teacher in the first year class, with
children of 6 years old. There are about 16 students and they have subjects as:
Mathematics, Norwegian, Library and English. It is very interesting to see them
learning English with 6 years old. Unluckily when | was that age my country;
Brazil, | did not have the same opportunities as here.

I n t he afternoon | assi st i n t he iSFOO,

different games outdoors in the playground. There are about six assistants that
stay with them during the afternoon. Furthermore, there is lunchtime at 14:00
and immediately after the teacher reads a nice book for everybody.

Every Friday, the first and second year, has a class called Nature Day, or
ANaturdagbo; i n Norwegian. It i's in the
about the nature and also do picnic. This class is very funny, because the
children have a practical activity and enjoy the day.

Beyond of learning about the Norwegian Education System, that | am
thinking is very efficient, | am learning Norwegian language with the kids,
because they like and have patient to teach me.

fore

| have always liked to work
with children... they give me lot of
happiness!

Ellen Moraes Carvalho




Spansk i Norge

Before coming here | thought that it would be difficult to find Spanish
native people around, but, luckily and certainly, | was wrong. People from
South America, from Spain and learners of Spanish language are all around
Norway and especially in Oslo city.

Actually, in Amot, at 4 km from our house there is an institute called
Rosthaug, for teenagers from 16 to 19 years old. They have, including their
subjects; Spanish language.

| had the opportunity to go last week, to a small class of six students.
They understood almost everything of what | was saying. | told them about
me, my family, my volunteering service and Uruguayan traditions.

The teacher of this course, lan -Vidar Haraldsen, has been very grateful
with me, and | was amazed about his knowledge of so many languages.
Despite being teacher of Spanish, he is also the same who gives classes of
French and German at the institute.
Norwegian; incredible.

Moreover, another school for people of the same age, but in Drammen,
has invited me to participate in one of their classes. | went there the 29 of
April and all the students were divided into 5 groups that interviewed me. It
was really nice to talk with them in Spanish, and they seemed to be really
enthusiastic about using this language that they are learning

Laerer bort Spansk. Teaching Spanish.

Last 5™ of May | started giving Spanish classes at AIM. Until now | have

just one student but for sure the class will become bigger.

Mariah Karslen is a Norwegian girl of 19 years old. She was a student on
this school, and now her propose to learn Spanish is because she wants apply
for a volunteering service in Spain, next year.

On the first class we talked about basic things like alphabet, numbers,
days of the week, months of the years and greetings. In every class we will
focus on talking, because in my point of view, that is the most important part
when learning a new language

Donot




Blue Room &(QQO&VQQQ

This idea come up when we perceived that the students from
Arbeidsinstituttet avd. Midfylket (AIM) should have more time to spend time all
together. This happens, for example, because they are doing different courses,

t hey donodt share t he s ame cl ass, and
p ossibility t o b e t ogether

Our proposal is to do this workshop, once a week in this room, with vary
activities where they can work in groups, developing their learning as
integration with the other students, and, of course, have fun. We think that
this is a good opportunity for them to practice English and later on, we will
practice Norwegian with them. Fortunately this will make progress in their
social ability.

We are three persons who are carrying the workshop on; both of us, and
Mariah. Also teachers are supporting us during its development.

The day 28 of April was the inauguration. We fit the room, decorated it
in blue stuff and then, it was an organized and welcoming place. We started
with breaking ice games, but we noticed that some of the students were not
participating because of shyness and distrust. We introduced ourselves and
then, we had some funny games.

During its development, we will see if it has acceptance and if we can
implement it with the new students that are starting in August 2010. Luckily
we will do it more frequently and we will have more security on how to prepare
it, because of this first experience. Some of the activities that we are planning
to do in the next workshops are: board and educative games, working with

creativity, going to some parks, theaters, and others.

Like this was the room before we fit it.
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